
1 

 

REPORT ON THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE BUREAU OF THE MEETING OF 

THE PARTIES TO THE PROTOCOL ON POLLUTANT RELEASE AND 

TRANSFER REGISTERS 

Geneva, 21 November 2012 

held back to back with the Protocol’s second meeting of the Working Group of the 

Parties
1
 

 

 

I. Attendance  

 

Bureau members: Mr. Michel Amand  (Belgium, Chair), Mr. Lars Petter Bingh (Norway, 

Vice-Chair), Mr. Nicholas Obe (United Kingdom, Vice-Chair), Mr. Jan Maršák (Czech 

Republic), Mr. Iñigo de Vicente-Mingarro (Spain) and Ms. Irene Olivares (Spain, for Ms. 

Carmen Canales),  Ms. Tina Skårman (Sweden), Ms. Manuela Musella (European Union).

  

Observers: Ms. Mara Silina (European ECO-Forum for Mary Taylor). 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

 

1. The Bureau adopted the agenda, as was outlined by the Chair. 

 

III. Subregional workshop in SEE 

 

2. The Bureau was briefed on the latest developments in relation to the holding of a sub-

regional workshop for countries in South East Europe.  The secretariat informed that it held 

initial consultations with the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 

on a possible cooperation on the organisation of the workshop.  The Bureau noted the offer of 

the Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC CEE) to cooperate 

on substantive preparations for the sub-regional workshop. It was agreed that the secretariat 

will inform the Bureau on the latest information regarding the workshop developments by the 

end of the year. 

 

IV. Provision of technical assistance  

 

3. The Bureau: 

- discussed a bilateral session on matching countries need with available technical 

assistance
2
 held back to back with the Protocol’s Working Group of the Parties 

(WGP) and  

- agreed that the session was very beneficial for sharing experiences and helping 

countries to meet their technical needs; 

- agreed that the secretariat should collate feedback from the session; 

- recommended that the session should be considered for inclusion in future WGP 

meetings;  

- recommended that in advance of any future sessions that countries submit specific 

questions and a short summary of the status of PRTR system development in their 

respective countries to the secretariat; 

- and recommended that in future bilateral sessions moderators provide a short 

summary at the end of the session. 

 

                                                 
1 For list of decisions and major outcomes  adopted by the Working Group at its second meeting, see:  
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/prtr/WGP-2/PRTR-WGP-2ndmeet-List-of-decisions.pdf 
2 An informal note on the bilateral session (PRTR/WG.1/2012/Inf.5) is available at http://www.unece.org/environmental-

policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-
working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-

prtrs.html 

http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
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V. Global promotion of the Protocol  

 

4. Pursuant to the statements made by representatives of China and Chile at the WGP
3
, 

the Bureau: 

- noted that the secretariat will follow upon a possible advisory support to China based 

on the information presented by the country delegate; 

- agreed to promote the establishment of PRTR systems in Latin America, as a part of a 

possible regional instrument in Latin America on Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration; 

 

5. In relation to the joint global roundtable
4
 to be held in 2013, the Bureau: 

- agreed to identify topics and expert panellists for the provision of a number of short 

presentations at the event; 

- agreed that identification of panellists should take into account an appropriate 

geographical distribution;  

- agreed that the topics should address most relevant PRTRs needs and challenges;  

- agreed to conduct further exchanges and communications in relation to the topics and 

panellists; 

- discussed the title of the roundtable and suggested that the title include reference to 

the role of the PRTRs in promoting sustainable development and a green economy.  

 

VI. Strategic Plan 

 

6.        In relation to the draft proposal on the preparation of the Strategic Plan for 2015–

2020
5
, the Bureau agreed that: 

- the next draft of the plan, to be prepared by the Bureau, should take into 

consideration the comments received from national focal points and stakeholders; 

- the revised draft is then sent to national focal points and stakeholders by the end of 

February 2013 for further comments by the end of April 2013; 

- the Bureau prepares the next draft for consideration by WGP in November 2013.   

 

VII. Second session of the Protocol’s Meeting of the Parties (MOPP-2) and the 

fifth session of the Aarhus Convention’s Meeting of the Parties (MOP-5) 

 

7.  The Bureau: 

- discussed major aspects of organisation of work of the Protocol’s MOPP-2 and 

Convention’s MOP-5, to be held back to back in 2014, and  

- agreed to put forward a proposal, on the basis of the comments received from 

national focal points at stakeholders, on whether a possible high-level segment, to be 

organised jointly with the Aarhus Convention’s Meeting of the Parties, should take 

place for MOPP-2, also taking into consideration the feasibility of bringing high level 

delegates (at a ministerial level) to the segment. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 Statements are available at http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-

events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-
prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.htmll 
4 An informal note on the joint global round table on PRTRs (PRTR/WG.1/2012/Inf.1) is available at at 

http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-
participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-

group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html 
5 Available at http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-
participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-

meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html 

http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.htmll
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.htmll
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.htmll
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
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VIII. Financial matters 

 

8. The Bureau took note the report by the secretariat on financial matters
6
 and reiterated 

its concern of the financial situation, specifically in relation to the shortage of contributions 

and low number of pledges. 

 

IX. Any other relevant matters derived from the discussions during the meeting of 

the Working Group of the Parties 

 

9. In relation to the new proposal to be prepared by Belarus and Armenia on promotion 

of the PRTR Protocol in countries in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia, the 

Bureau agreed that a clear, detailed and substantive proposal must be received before the end 

of April 2013 in order for the proposal to be presented to the next meeting of the Working 

Group of the Parties in November 2013, and that the Bureau will follow up with Belarus and 

Armenia in accordance with this. 

 

X. Closing 

 

10. The Bureau agreed to hold its next meeting at the end of June or early July 2013. 

 

***** 

 

                                                 
6 An informal note on Financial arrangements under the Protocol (PRTR/WG.1/2012/Inf.3) is available at 

http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-
participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-

group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html 

http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html
http://www.unece.org/environmental-policy/treaties/public-participation/meetings-and-events/public-participation/public-participation/2012/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs/second-meeting-of-the-working-group-of-the-parties-to-the-protocol-on-prtrs.html

